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M A D A M» 

IBeg leave herewith to prefenl you,— not with a Ko- 
mance, becaufe it is not fi6lion, — ^but with the Life 
of Cervantes Db Saavedra; to whom fuch ex- 
traordinary adventures happened, that were they told us 
from lefs refpe6lable authority than that of the Spanifli 
Academy, we.ihould hardly be brought to give them 
credit. . 

Saavedra^s captivity, and its concomitant events, as 
bordering on the marvellous, form that part of his Hif- 
tory which will moft excite the attention of the ordinary 
Reader: but you, Madam, who cannot penile a page of 
his admirable " QuixOTE,". without enthufiaftic rap- 
ture, you will ^be no lefs inquifidve about the minujeit 
circumftances of the Author's domeftic Life.. 

Nothing, indeed, but the ibndnefs with which his me- 
mory is cherifhed by all lovers of Literature, could war- 
rant my obtruding oA the Public,- a Work othcrwife fo 
iniignificant : confifting only of a few pages, tranflated 
from a tranHation <«-the ihadow of a ftiadc.: . 

For although Mr. DkFlorian, theTranflator out 

of the Spaniih into French, has executed his talk very 

ably, the knowing it to be but a verfion would deter 

almoil anyone of literary ambition from th« yet humbler 

A 2 ta/k ; 



fade of turning that into Eng^Hi. And poHibly I mf— 
iclf might have been difcouraged from fuch an undertak- 
ing, had I not, upon my firlt meeting with his Book,, 
chanced to compare it with the original j and, whether it 
was firom my being fo much more converfant with the 
French, than with the Spani/h,- or from Mr. De^FijO^ 
RIan's manner of writing, and his little additions, it 
appeared to me more luftrous as it came out of his hands. 
At that time, however, being abroad, I had no thought 
of tranflating it : and it was not till very, lately, thdt, in 
relaxation of feverer ftudies, which had braught upon me 
a fixed head-ache, I took to tranflating the agreeabfe 
Romance of " Galatee j" to which the " Life of 
CERVANTE3," and the ** Remarks upon his^ 
Writings," fland prefixed. 

Ere I had finiftied it, I happily got rid of ray head- 
ache J and therefore difmilTed my Do6lor j— or, in par-.r 
liamentaryphrafe, I threw " Galatea" over the table • 
and if it is not abfolutely kicked outof the Houie; it is 
a buiinefs adjourned /ine die-. 

If it were not interxupung the. courfe of ypui' ftudies.. 
of greater pith and moment, I coul4 almoll venture to 
recommend to your perufal Mr. De Florian's " Ga- 
latee." As it is the only paftoral Romance I ever 
read in ray life, I cannot fpeak of its merit comparatively 
with that of others ; but I think it cxcelTively pretty ; 
by no means perfeft j for it partakes of the common 
fault of all of the Novel Genus, — too much Lo've, Of 
which, if I lament that there is fo much to be found in 
books, it is only bccaufc there is fo Utile to be found any- 
where elfe. 

Love, however, is not the fole fubjcf\ of the Romance, 
but rural Manners j— paftoral Life, in general ; of which, 
indeed, it may be faid (for it is fo in Arc ad y, as well' 

as- 
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BS^upon the banks of the Tajo) that pafTion is the 
vital principle. 

«* Land/capes only I mean to paint 5 (fays the Au- 
** thor) and 'village manners to defcribe, Tej' avbofe 
•• bo/oms are fraught luitb/enjibility^ and ijohdfe minds 
** are uncorrupt j— ^y^, ivko relijh the pleafures of a 
" country life ]^to nvhom are- grateful rural -walks^ 
** and the contemplation ^f nature i^-ye, oj pure 
" hearts, to nvhom the melody of birds, or marfffur- 
" ing fir earns Jpeak'Pioce*'^ leHd.meiyour attention ^ 
" all: andmayye reap infirudion, as nvell as plea. 
« furer 

The World is grown too populous, too luxurious, and 
too corrupt, I fear, ever to return to its primitive fim- 
plicity : and theJ^ are thoufands, and thoufands, in every 
Metiopolis in Europe, whom nothing lefs than a plague 
could drive into the country ; although they are morally 
fure, ftaying where they are, to lofe their health, and, 
perhaps, their lives, in purluit of fortunes or honows, 
which they never" may obtain/ 

I have no very fanguine hope of awakening in fuclf 
infatuated perfons the diftaterof reafon and nature r- 
yet I cannot refift the pleafufe of tranfcribing one par- 
ticular palTage, from Mr. De Florian, as a fort of 
abftraft of rural happinefs. I ftiall give it in hisr own 
words, which are elegantly fimple,- as befits the fubje6l. 
It is the opening of the fecond book of " Gal ate a,'* 

" ^and pourrM'je 'vi'vre au village I S^uand fe- 
** rai-je le poffejeur d'une petite maifon entouree de 
«« certfierst Tout aupres feroient un jar din, un fver- 
" g^i ^"^ prairie, et des ruches ; un ruiffeau horde 
*< de noifettiers environneroit mon empire -^"^t mes 
;< defirs ne pajferoient jamais a ruiffeau, Li, je 

«< CQulerois 
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MICHAEL De Cervantes Saa- 
VEDRA, whofe Writings have 
given celebrity to Spain, amufed all 
Europe, and intiproved the age in 
which he lived, — himfelf dragged on a 
miferable exiftence^— and died fcarce- 
\y regretted. 

It is but very lately that the place of 
his birth has been afccrtained. Ma- 
drid, Seville, LucHEN, and Alcala, 
have fevcrally laid claim to him. 
B Cer- 
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Cervantes, as well as Homer, Ca-- 
MOENS, and other illuftrious men,, 
has, fince his death, been held in the 
highefl eftimation, though he lived, 
almoft in want of common neceffaries. 

The Spanish Academy, under the 
patronage of the King, has at length 
thought proper to pay — to the me- 
mory of Cervantes — thofe honours., 
which were fo jufUy bis dpe^ An Edi- 
tion of ^ Don Quixote,' of unpa- 
ralleled typpgraphiQaJ fpkndour, has- 
been newjy publifli^d-. The Edi-- 
TORSj haviftg their national honour 
at heart, ft^.m, by the extraordinary 
care, and expence beftowcd upon./j&^ 
Work^ defirpus to aton<; for the ftupid, 
and almoft criminal negleft of th 

Author. * 

' ' * 0.' 

Mateiial.5 fprCERVANTEs's Life have 

been: 
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"been very feduloufly coliefted, anil 
wrought up by a diftinguilhed Mem- 
ber of the Academy : from which it 
appears, he was of a Gentleman's fa- 
mily; being; Son of Roderick De 
Cervantes, and Leonora De Cor- 
TiNAS. .He was born at Aj-cala De 
Hen ARES, a town in New Castile, 
the 9th day of 06k>ber, .1547, in the 
-reign of Charles the Fifth. 

From his earliefl: infancy he was 
'fond of books. He ftudied at Ma- 
©RiD, under a very eminent Profeflbr : 
and foon diftinguifhed himfelf from 
the reft of his School-fellows, by his 
fuperior genius, ; 

A proficiency in the Latin language, 

and an infight into Theology, made 

up the learning of thofe days. His 

Parents intended him either for Phy- 

B 2 fie. 
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fic, or the Church ; thofe two being 
the only lucrativeprofeffions then fol- 
lowed in Spaik : . But, Cervantes 
had this in common with many cele- 
brated Poets, — he made verfes in fpitc. 
of his Parents. 

An Elegy ort the death of Qiteen 
Isabella of Valois, — ftveral Son- 
nets, — and a Poem entitled Filena, 
were his firfl: produdVions. The in- 
different reception thefe met with, 
feemed to our young Author fuch 
flagrant injuftice, that he thereupon 
took the refolution of quitting his 
native Country ; and went to fettle at 
Rome. There penury conftrained 
him to enter into the fervice of Car- 
dinal Aquaviva, in the humble ca- 
pacity of Valet de Chambre. 

Difgufted very foon with an employ 

fo 
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& little fuited to the ardor of his dif- 
pofitjon, he quitted it, to enlift for a 
Soldier : and diftinguiflied himfelf for 
his bravery at the famed Battle of 
Lepanto, won by Don Juan of Au- 
stria. It was there he received a 
muflcet- fhot in his left hand, which 
deprived him for ever of the ufe of it. 
The only recompenfe he got for his 
maimed limb, and the difplay of ex- 
traordinary perfonal valour, was, the 
being fent, along with his wounded 
fellows, to the Hofpital at Messina. 

Little as he had reaped by his firft 
campaign, the trade of a Soldier, with 
all its ills, feemed to Cervantes pre- 
ferable to that of a negledted Poet. 
As foon as he was well of his wounds, 
he enlitted anew: and ferved three 
y^ars in Garrifon at Naples. 

As 
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As he was returning^ after that, to 
^is own Country, aboard a vqffel be- 
longing -to his Sovereign^ Philip the 
Second, he was captured by Mami, 
the moft formidafele Pirate of thofe 
-times ; atid was carried to Algiers. 

Though Fortune feenfied to perfe- 
cute Cervantes with herutmoft ma- 
•lice, flie could not break his enter- 
•pfifing fpirit. Become a Slave, — and 
that to a cruel Matter ;— -almofl: cer- 
ttain of being put to the torture, — 
;ahd not improbably — to death, — if 
:he made any attempt to gain his li- 
'berty, — he had the hardinefe to con- 
'cert, ^^ith fourteen other captive 
"Spaniards, upon the means of E- 
fcape. 

The plan agreed upon was this. 
One of them was to be redeemed at 

their 
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their general expence;. was ta ga- 
ftraight to Spain ;, ajwi procure a. 
VeiFel, to return in, afi (bon as pof- 
fible, to- 'Algiers ; and carry ofiv 
under favour, of night> his captive 
countrymen. 

To put fiich a fcheme in execution 
-was no very eafy matter. In the firft 
place, they had to fcrape together a 
fum of money fufficient to ranfome 
the Advea^urer : and then, they had, 
to effect their efcape from their re— 
fpeftive Matters : to find out a con- 
venient place for a rendezvous; where 
they could remain concealed until 
the day of their liberated Fellow's, 
return : nor^\^as it tp be fuppofcd but 
b^e, would have many diificul^ies to 
encounter yith^ qa i^is part. 

In. 
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In fhort, the obftacles were fo ma- 
ny, and great, that it was next to an 
impoflibility to effcft their purpofe. 
But, — what will not the love of li- 
berty incite us to ? 

One of the Spaniards happening 
to ferve in the capacity of a Gardiner^ 
was of moft eflential ufe; for, having 
to cultivate a very cxtenfive piece of 
ground, which lay along the Sea- 
Ihore, he undertook to dig, in a part 
of it little frequented, a Cavern, large 
enough to contain them all. As he 
could only work at it by Health, it 
took him up no lefs than two years 
to complete it. 

In the mean time, what with the 
money they coUefted by alms, and 
what they earned by dint of la- 
bour. 
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•bour,* they had amafled a fum fuffi- 
cient to ranfome one Viano, a Ma- 
joRCAN; whom they pitched upon, 
for the arduous undertaking, as well 
on account of his intimate knowledge 
of the Coaft of Barbary, as for the 



♦ Soit _par des aumones, foit a, force de travail. 
Trom thefe words of Mr. De Flor'ian's, (for I pro- 
fefs to tranflate from the French ^^ov want of a competent 
knowledge of the Spanijh,) it appears that the Slaves not 
only partook of charitable donations, but received Ibme- 
•thing like wages ; or, more probably, what with the Ro- 
man s was diiHngulfhed by the name of" Peculium ;"— 
That is, the Slaves, having completed the tafks feverally 
afllgned them by their Matters, were at liberty to work for 
themfelves : and whatever they earned by fuch extra la- 
bour was their own ieparate, and peculiar gain. 

The treatment, then, which captive Chriilians expe- 
rience at the hands of the Mahometans, is lefs cmel 
than is commonly imagined j varying, no doubt, accord- 
ing to the willingnefs of the Slave, on the one hand, and 
to the diipofition of the Mafter, on the other. Many 
of the Moors are, queftionlefs, of a benign and mer- 
ciful nature ; though fome there may be as imfeeling as 
'thofe of our West-India Planters, whoaffea to con- 
sider tlKrir Slaves in the light only of Ourang-otltangs. 

C Im- 
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implicit confidence which they all 
repofed in him. 

Although the redemption-money 
was ready, and the Cavern complet- 
ed, fix other months elapfcd before 
all the Captives found means to ef- 
fed their efcape. At length, how- 
ever, they were affembled: Viano 
was ranfomcd; and parted. Firft 
folemnly pledging himfelf to ufe all 
poflible difpatch in procuring a veffel; 
and to return, and liberate his Coun- 
trymen. 

As Cervantes had all along been 
the foul of the undertaking, his ar- 
dour in no wife abated now. He 
took upon himfelf the greateft trouble, 
and ran the greateft rifk. Every 
night, as foon as it was dark, he 
ventured out, to purchafe pfovifions; 

taking 
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taking care always to be back be- 
fore break of day. 

The Gardener was the only one of 
the confederated Slaves that had not 
eloped; and for the very obvious 
reafon, that he could bed ferve the 
common intereft by remaining as he 
was. The appointment of any other 
to his place, would> in all probabi- 
lity, have led to a difcovery of the 
Cave. So long as he continued in 
place, he might be confidered as a 
Sentinel on duty in a Watch Tower, 
from whence to give alarm to the 
little Garrifon, in cafe of any Enemy's 
approach j or, which was of equal 
importance, to apprife them of the 
coming of auxiliary troops* In other 
words, from the nature of his employ, 
and his fituation, he was bell enabled 
C a to^ 
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to regulate their movements : and ar 
the fame time, he could keep a con^ 
ilant look-out for the anxioufly-ex- 
pedled Majorcan. 

ViANO kept his word. He had na» 
fooner arrived at Majorca, than he 
waited on the Viceroy : made him ac- 
quainted with his countrymen's fitu- 
ationj and demanded (as it was a na- 
tional concern) his afliftance. The 
Viceroy forthwith furnilhed him with, 
a floop J and Viano joyfully fee 
fail for the Coaft of Barbarv. 

He arrived at Algiers on the 28th 
day of September, 1577; exa6lly one 
month from the day he quitted it. 
He had taken fuch very accurate note 
of the Quarter where the Garden- 
was fituated, that, he contrived, as 
had been concerted, to Itand in foit 
it at the clofe of day. The 



The Gardener who had fometimc 
perceived the veffel making for land,, 
flattered himfelf that it mighi poflibly 
be ViANo's. He kept his eyes fixed, 
ftedfaftly upon it:, his mind, the 
while, fufpended betwixt anxious* 
hope, and fearful difappointment. 
But, when the veflel drew in fo near 
that he could defcry the agreed-on 
fignal flying at the mafl:-head, how. 
extravagant was his joy ! He hafliened 
to his fcHows, to communicate the. 
felicitous tidings-. 

Delicious moment ! What a tran- 
fition from defpondency to joy ! The 
care-worn wretches have already for- 
got their fufFerings. They congra- 
tulate, they embrace each other; they 
flied even tears of joy : and in wild,, 
tumultuous ecfl:acy, hurry headlong 
out of their cavern. t 
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It is even lb;— 'the Gardener 
has not deceived them: — ^It /V; — -it 
tan be no other than Viano's bark. 
And, look! the very fignal. Nearer,-— 
and yet a little nearer, — and they de- 
fcry ViANO himfelf Handing at the 
helm. With what emotion they be- 
hold him; they uplift their hands, 
and with one general voice, hail him 
their " Deliverer." 

Now, the veflrel's keel is plough* 
ing up the fhore ; and the Mariners 
are letting down a ladder to facilitate 
their embarkation; — when, — ah ! fad 
chance ! a party of Moors, at the 
very inftant appear, and feeing fo ma- 
ny Chriftians aflembled about a bark, 
give the alarm, (houting " To arms;—* 
to arms." Viano put to fea again ; 
and his miferable compatriots fled 

bac]& 
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back with precipitation to their hid- 
ing-place; there to bewail their cruel 
difappointment. 

Cervantes did every thing in his 
power to cheer his drooping compa- 
nions. He bade them hope Viano 
would return ; for fo he either really 
thought, or affefted to think. — But, 
Viano was never more heard of. 

As their minds grew more and 
more defpondent, their bodies kept 
pace in fufferancc. From the damp- 
jiefs of their fubterraneous habitation^ 
and for want of air and exercife, the 
major part of them fell dangeroufly 
ill. So long as Cervantes had 
flxength fufficient left, he miniftered 
to their wants ; procured them pro- 
per aliment ; tended upon, and com- 
forted them : but, at length, falling 

fick 
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Tick himfelf, he was obliged to have 
Tecourfe to others. He inftrufted 
one of his companions, who was yet 
well, where he was to go, and how 
he was to conduft hir^felf, in order 
•to procure provifions. 

As if the meafure of their griefs 
was not yet full, this man, on whom 
their fecurity, and very exiftence de- 
pended, proved a traitor. He went 
ftraight to Azan, the King, and 
made difcovery of the whole. — 
And having, the better to fecure his 
pardon, turned Mahometan, the in- 
famous wretch unhefitatingly con- 
cluded a party of Soldiers to the fpot 
.where his Countrymen lay concealed. 

The wretched Spaniards were im- 
tnediately feized, and put in irons ; 
.^nd carried to the palace, to receive 

fen- 
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tencc. When they came into the 
King's prefcncc, he promifed them 
pardon^ if they would difcover their 
Ringleader.—*^ That am /— (ex- 
" claimed Cervantes;) — fave my 
" innocent Companions,— and lead 
♦* me to death."— The King, ftruck 
with his magnanimity, remitted him 
his crime ; and delivered him to his 
Matter Mami, with ftrift injunftions 
.not to.inflift punifhment ^n.fo lt>rave 
a fellow. The reft too .wexc p^J^dpn- 
cd, except the poor Gardener, who 
was executed upon the ipot. 

Cervantes, hardly dealt with by 
fortune i-^betraycd by a Countryman, 
his friend too and companion,*— one 
like himfelf, in mifery; — and reduced 
again to the condition of a 31ave ;— 
. infteadof giving way to ddpoflidency, 
D did 
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-jdid but fo much the moreimpatientlf 
Arivc to regain his liberty. Four fe- 
yeral times he attempted it 5 but ftill 
without fuccefs* His laft fcheme was 
worthy of a daring mind ; it was no 
lefs than to caufe a general revolt of 
the Slaves, of whatfoever nation; to 
overpower the Barbarians, and make 
himfelf Mafter of the City.* 

The 



• Almoft an the Editors of " Don Qjjixotb'* 
" have oonfidered the Stopy of" The Captive," inter- 
. woven in that Work, as inmiediately relating to Cer. 
V ANTES himielf. That one particular part of it does, 
there can be no doubt, becauie he makes mention of ,,the 
name of Saavedraj (as will preieiitly be ieen, cited 
i n the& Memoirs.) Thoie are alio certain other portions 
of it, which, though blended probably with fiftion, ieem 
deduced from circumftances incidental to himfelf. The 
very padage, for inftance^ to which this note has refe- 
rence, appears to be copied from that very Hiftory. I 
quote from Mr. Jar vis's Tranflation $ and in his own 
words. 

** / bad tried a tboufand nvays of making my efcafe \ 
<* hut none rightly timedy nor fuccefsfid.'^l purpcfed 
"Jo try other means ^ campaffing ivbat I defired: 

*'for. 
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The Confpiracywas difcovcrcd> and' 
Cervantes, though known to be the 
author of it, again efcaped punifh- 
ment. So true is it, that undaunted' 
courage forces refpcS: even from our 
Enemies. 

It is probable Cervantes meant to 
fpeak of himfelf, when, in the Story 
of "The Slave," (one of the 
moft interefting Epifodes in " Don 
" Quixote,") he fays—" The cruel f 
D 2 " AZAK i 



«< yw*, the bopejifreco*vermg mj liberty never entirefy 
** abandoned met and nvbenever nubat I bad con" 
, « trived, did not anfwer my defign, I prifentlj^ lAjitt" 
** out def ponding, formed to myfelf frejb bope to fuf' 
** tain me, tbougb ever fo flight, and incwfiderable.'* 

t The epithet " cruel,'^ however it may corrcfoond 
with the general chara6ler of AzAN> is improperly foil- 
ed in here. For> certainly, from all we learn of his 
treatment of Cervantes, (as mentioned in theft Me- 
moirs ',) Co far from deferring to be branded with cruelty, 
be might pais fojr a Prince humane, 6ven to a weakneii. 

Exifts 
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*! AzAN, X% of Algiers, ii«w 
** ^fitowed any mercy e^cc^t to one Sa^^ 
*^ VEDRA> n Spunijb Soldier \ mho open 
*' timesi at hazard of his Hfr^ formed 
** enterprifes of fb daring a nature^ that 
•^ the Infidels are not likely foon to forget 
«' them:' 

Though Az AN fparcd GBRVAN'rBs''S 
life, he did nbt choofc to truft fo 
formidable a Captive in other hands 
than his oi^s and therefore purchafed 
him of his Mailer Mami ; and caufed 
Jmn to be watched very narrowly. 

Not long aft^r he was in his poflef- 
fion, the Kittg was obliged to go to 



^xifls there, at this day, a Potentate upon earth, who 
rfcssM pardon fiiCh atrocious ctimes ? Even in Britain 
itfilf, ihould any one caufe an infurre^lion, and endea- 
vour' topaake himfelf Mafter of the MetropoKs, hr mdft 
^ve good friends, and jgood'h^vyers, and good hick 
'too-ii^o'eicape hanging. 

Con-. 
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CxmsTiyNTiNOP!.?, but wiis willing to 
be rid firft of ^ pgrfgm vhom he cqiit 
fidercd in fo dimg^rous alight; he 
therefore ggvc intip[)|idpn tp Cer- 
VA.NT£{5's ReUtions of hi^ captive 
ft^te.; ia order thajc .they ijiigntj if 
they thought prppei^i redeem him. 

Cbrvantes's: Mother, ^ho ]wras .ftill 
living, a Widow, and very poor, dif- 
pofed of what fe>v valuables (be had ; 
and'h^ftened .with, the produ(^, about 
three hundred' ducats of filver, to the 
T»RiNiT.y Fathejis, at Madrid $ 
whofe particular bufinefs it was tp 
negotiate for the ranfome of Spanifli 
Captives. This fum, though the 
Witlow*s All, was not deemed ade- 
quate. The King infilled upon five 
hundred golden crowns. The holy 

.Fa- 
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Fathers,— for fuch, in this inftance, 
they may. be truly called, — compaf- 
fionating the Widow's diftrefs, made 
up, with their own money, the fum 
required : and Cervantes was re- 
deemed on the 19th of September, 
1580 5 after a captivity of five years. 

Upon his return to his native land, 
Cervantes, out of love with a mili- 
tary life, refolved to devote himfelf 
to Letters, He fettled in lodgings 
with his Mother ; and indulged the 
pleafing hope, that by his labours he 
Ihould be able to procure her a com- 
fortable fubfiftence. 

He was then three and thirty years 
of age. His firft Publication was 
" Galatea;" of which he gave 
only fix Books; but never finiflied 

its 
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it',* although it met with a tolerable 
reception. 

This fame year Cervantes married 
Donna Catherine De Pelacios ; a 
Lady of good family j and doiibtlefs 
o( great perfonal merit, — for he had 
no fortune with her. To fupport his 
family he took to writing for the 
Stage J and, he affures us, with very 
good fuccefs, Nevcrthelefs, he foon 
quitted his theatrical concerns for an 
employ obtained at Seville, where 
he went to refidc. It was there he 



* Mr. De Florian ha& completed k$ and in a very 
mafterlyy and correfpondent ftile. 

The Editor of this Life has, too, tranflated, (from the 
French of Mr.DE Florian>) all thePoetiy (which 
is no inconfiderable part) of " Galatea/* and much 
of the Profe : and, if the Public think well of this fyf 
cimen of his labours, he fliall hold it his duty, at Come 
future period, to refume a Work, which his literary ca« 
prlciouihels has at piefent laid afide, 

wrote 
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'wFote lirs " "^JtrvEL's/* in iiehichire 
has fo well portrayed the manners 
aiid vices of that great City. 

' CiKrANTES was m his fiftieth ycar> 
when bufitiefs called him to La Man- 
CHA. The inhabitants of ^an incon- 
fiderable Vinage, called Argama- 
ziLLA, i3p6n fome frivolous pretext 
quai'relled with him; and dragged 
him to prifbn : whete he was a con- 
fiderable time confined. It was in 
that very prifon he began his incom- 
parable " Don Quixote." He 
thought to revenge himfelfforthe ill 
trfc^tmient he met with, by laying the 
firft fcenes of his Hero's extravagances 
in that neighbouriiood :* though he 

fbr- 



• * llcrutfe <veHgtr di ceux ifui l*in/uUouxtf eitfai^ 
* fiMt di leurpays Utpatriedejw Heros^'^mOM would 

fdmoft 
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•forbore mentioning the name of that 
particular village, throughout the 
whole romance.* 

E He 



outfet of his Work, jiropafisd to faimi^f to make his Hero 
a more ridicuknis, and lefs amiable peribnage. And the 
fiiit. lines perhaps might have bom fb flriktng a reiem- 
blance to fome one at Arc amazilla, that if he had 
identified the ViUage^ he would have fubjeaed himielf 
thereby to frefli periecutioD> if not to pro^tion. 

The opening of the Hiftory has this remarkaUe est * 
predion -. ' In a FiUage of La Mancha, the name of 
* <wbUb I purpofely omii,^ Thefe words, having 
a covert (enie, warrant almoft any con(bru£iion. 

If it really was the cafe, that Saavedra began \^$ 
Hiftoryof "PON Quixote," from peribnal pique; aaji 
meant to cauterize fome offending individual, his ad* 
mirers have reafon to rejoice that he departed fr<»n fucb his 
firft intention. The lai^er field which he has taken, h*^ 
happily given fcope to his talents $ and raiied his Work, 
from die infignificancy of lampoon, to the dignity of 
^i^re. 

• * // afe^a apendant de ne pas mmmer une feule 
fois dans fin roman le 'village ou on i^avoit fi mal 
traiteJ* Whatever were the outlines, whether likencis, 
«r caricature^ which Saavedra firft iketched in his own 

mind 5 
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He began with publilhing only the 
^' First Part" of " Don Quixote /' 
which not meeting with its deferved 

mind j it is certain that the portrait he has given to the 
world, is not mate admirable for its colours, and high 
finiihing, than it is for its fair proixxtions. The <ha- 
ra^eriftic excellencies of Quixote are Valour blended 
with Humanity, Morality grafted on Religion, Learning 
ict off by Elocution, together with a ibciability of temper, 
which rendered him truly delegable; as well on account 
of the variety, and gracefulnefs of his converfation, as 
for the courtefy and elegance of his manners. His very 
failings, (if by fo harfh a name we (hould choofe to diftin- 
guifh the ebullitions of Philanthrophy,) rendered him but 
more amiable. Even when his too ardent and generous 
feelings betray him into ridiculous excefles, — and we ai^e 
tempted to laugh at him, it is impoflible to withhold 
from him our love, and pity. — ^But,— this is not a pro- 
per place for an eulogy on my favourite Don. It is 
fufficient for ray purpofe here to obferve, that Cervan- 
tes has inverted his Hero with fuch honourable enfigns, 
and adorned him with fb many virtues, that the firft City 
in the World would be proud to own him. It was not 
to be imagined, then, that Arc amazilla would have 
the honour of his birth: or that Cervantes would 
condefcend even to mention in his Work, (the fame of 
which he was conicious would endure to the end of time,) 
fuch a paltry, infignificant village-, and which, for the 
indignant treatment he there received, if it merited his 
notice at all, it would have been— to brand it with infamy 

flic- 
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fuccefs, Cervantes, who knew tho- 
roughly the difpofition of mankind, 
immediately wrote a little Piece, which 
he entitled " The Serpent." This 
pamphlet, which is no where to be 
met with now, (not even in Spain,) 
feemed, on the face of it, to be a cri- 
ticifm on " Don Quixote," but was 
in efFed a cutting fatire upon the 
Blockheads who detrafted from the 
merit of that excellent Work. Every 
body read the fatire j and " Do» 
Quixote" thereby gained, a reputa- 
tion, which its own intrinfic merit 
ought rather to have procured it. 

Hereupon all the witlings in 
Spain combined againft the Author. 
Though living themfelves in a ftate 
of warfare, and hatred one of ano- 
ther i they were not fo occupied but 
E 2 they 
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they could cbfenre the hafly ftridcs^ 
which our literary Giant was making,, 
towards the Temple of Fame ; and 
they were fenfible that, he having 
oftce gained admilSon*, the doors would 
be ihut agaiiift them for ever. For this 
reafon, they agreed for the prefent ta 
lay afide their animolities ^ and not 
only patched up a truce amongft them- 
felves> but entered into a league; a«-r 
gainfl: their formidaWe Rival. A- 
gainil him they drew up all their 
forces 4 againft him pointed their 
eavenomed ibafts, and diredied all 
their artillery.. But not io the way 
of hpncft, open enemies 5 not by 
boldly facing him in the field, but by 
harraffing him on his march. They 
attacked him, not as Grammarians,, 
and Philologifts, but as Quibblers> 
Cavillers; not with arguments, but 

infults : 
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infults : new: bluftied they even to add 
the grofleft calumny to the moft ma- 
licious criticifm. In fine, Cervan- 
TEs's growing fame proved more fatal 
to him than the ncgled he had for- 
merly experienced. 

Whether from the tyranny of the 
Kings of Spain, or her Sub-tyrants 
the Priefts, (be it remembered that 
it is ftill an Abfolute Monarchy, and 
the Inquifition fubfifts in full force)—- 
that Nation has been juftly reproach- 
ed with being very far behind the reft 
of Europe in Learning. At the time, 
in particular, in which Cervantes 
lived, men of real knowledge and 
found judgement were very rare. . So 
few indeed were they who had tafte 
enough to relifli the humour, or 
difcern the beauties of his writing, 

that. 
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that, overawed by the hoft of fcrib- 
blers in combination againft him, he 
durlt not for many years put any 
thing to prefs. His means of fup- 
port thus cut off, he fell into extreme 
indigence. 

Happily for him, the Count De 
Lemos and the Cardinal of Toledo, 
were not infenfible of his worth, and 
occafionally relieved him. Their pa- 
tronage and bounty, which Cer- 
vANTEs's grateful nature infinitely 
magnified, were continued to him to 
his death : but were neither propor- 
tioned to their rank and ability, nor 
to his penury and merit. 

Cervantes eagerly embraced the 
firft occafion which prefcnted of tefti- 
fying his fenfe of the Count's favours, 
by dedicating to him his " Novels j" 

a 
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a work which made its appearance 
about eight years after the ^^ First 
" Part" of '' Don Quixote." 
The year following he publi(hed his 
" Journey to Parnassus/' Neither 
of thefe produftions turned to much, 
profit: and the Count's pecuniary 
affiftance was fo very trifling, that to 
keep his family from ftarving he was 
conflrained to publifh " Ei€ht 
" Plays," which had been refufed 
at the Theatre. 

It was Cervantes's hard lot to 
fufFer great humiliation, as weU as 
great mifery. An Arragonian, who 
called himfelf Avellaneda, had the 
impudence to publifti, during our 
Author's life, " A Continuation" 
of " Don Quixote." A moft 
wretched performance it was faid to 
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be 5 wholly devoid of wit, fpirit, or 
i-aftc : — ^but it abounded in fcurrility, 
and perfonal abufe of poor Cervan- 
tes. This circumftance alone, which 
ought to have rendered Avellaneda 
and his work together odious, brought 
them both into repute. 

Our Author anfwercd this unme- 
rited abufe, — as all abufe is beft an- 
fwered, — by taking no manner of no- 
tice of it : but contented himfelf with 
publilhing " A Second Part" of 
^^ Don Quixote," more excellent, 
if poffible, than the *^ First." 

Every one was now convinced of 
Cervantes's fuperiour talents; and 
yet, — (how unjuft mankind are!)— . 
the more reafon they had to be fatif- 
fied with our Author's worth, the lefs 
they feemed difpofed to pafs cenfurc 

on 
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ion his execrable rival. Spain is nat 
the only country in the world where 
malice is let loofe to hunt down real 
merit, and detraction is taken into 
favour.* As long as Cervantes 
lived AvELLANEDA was talked of :— • 
as foon as he was dead, Avellaneda 
was forgotten. 

The " Second Part" of " Don 
Quixote" was the lad of our Au- 
thor's Writings publilhed in his life 
time. He was at work upon his 
*^ Persiles and Sigismonda," when 



* * V EsPAGNE «' eflpeutitre pas U feulpays Hit 

* mottde OH la maligmte^ Ji Je<vere pour lea bons ou<v^ 

* ragesy eft toujours indulgente pour leurs ditraSieurs," 
This remark, which is evidently Mr. De Florian's, 
Teems to breathe the feientment of an Author fmarting 
under the lafh of illiberal criticifm : yet I never heard 
that Mr. F. had publiflied any thing previous to this 
Life of Saavedra. Or, if he had, one would have 
thought a Writer fo generally correal could not have 
provoked <fae fpleen of any one worthy bis refentmcnt» 

F be 



he was attacked by a dropfy, of whicTi 
he died. As he was fcnfible how 
fmall was his chance of cure, he 
grew very anxious to complete the 
Work, and by too conftant application 
aggravated his diforder, and thereby 
accelerated his death. 

As Cervantes, his whole life 
through had born up manfully againfl: 
the heavieft prcllure of misfortunes, 
his fortitude did not at the laft forfake 
him. Four days only before he died 
he ordered his romance, " Persiles," 
to be brought him ; and in his then 
weak ft ate, and with a feeble hand, 
traced out the Epiftle dedicatory to 
the Count De Lemos. This Dedi- 
cation is too remarkable to ftand in 
need of apology For inferting it here. 



T 
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T O 

DON PEDRO FERNANDES 

DE CASTRO, 

COUNT of LEMOS, &c. &c. 

WE have an old Sfanijh Romance^ 
the beginning of which is hkt too 
applicable to my prefent condition^ — 

" Death has f aft hold of me, yet I 
'* Would write to you before 1 dieJ"* 

This is exaSlly my cafe. Tefterday I re- 
ceived extreme unilion\ to-day I am at 
the point of death : and am forry that I 
cannot therefore froperly exprefs to you 
my congratulations upon your fafe return 
ro Spain. The pleafure that gives me 
F a mighty 
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migblj one would tbinky be the means of 
faving my Ufe\ — buiy — GodV will be- 
done^ 

Your Excellency will know at 
leafi that my gratitude has lajled as long 
as has my life. 

I regret that it is not in my power ta 
finifh certain of my works which were 
intended to be dedicated to your Lordfljip^ 
'viz. ^^ The Garden Calendar'^ — 
" The Great Bernard-,"* — and th^ 

" Last 



♦ What fort ef a Work the •* Garden Calen- 
dar" was, its title explains : but, I confefs, I am at a 
iofs to guefs what Saavedra means by " Th e G r e at 
BERNARD}'' and the more fo becaufe Mr. De Flo- 
RIAN has not thought proper to canonize it. I (ulpeft^ 
however, that it refers to that well-known Mountain, 
called " The Great SAlNt Bernard," on the 
confines of Switzerland and Piedmont; which 
is upwards of 6000 feet, perpendicular height, above the 
Leman-Lake, and is covered with eternal Snow.. 
If Saavedra ever viiited this Mountain, or beheld 
only from a diftance its towering Aimmit, well might 
he deem it worthy celebration. li 
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« Last Part" of " Galatea/" for 
which I know you have a fort of partia- 
lity. Buty to auomplifh all this, I had^ 
need beg of The Almighty to work a 
miracle in my favour -, whereas tny mofi 
earnafi prayer isy—that He will keep* 
Your Excellency in his efpecia^ 
care. 

Michael De Cervantes., 

Madrid, ic)tb Jprily i6i6. 

The 23d of the fame month he 
died i aged fixty- eight years, fix 
months,, and fome days. 



I( I am wrong in this conjefhiral eluciddtiony which^ 
\ propoie with great diffidence, I fliall think my&lf par- 
ticularly obliged to any body who will be at the pains of 
ietting me right, through the channel of the Reviews,^ 
Gentleman's Magazine, or any other refpe£Uble perio^ 
dical Work. Poffibly the Spanifli Edition of Cer- 
VANTES's Life, which I have no opportunity of con- 
iulting, may of it(elf be fufficiently clear* 

He-r 
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He — ^who could manifeft upon fii 
many trying occafions fuch Ipirit, and 
intrepidity; — could comport himfelf, 
when a Captive, as Cervantes did ; — 
could write fuch a Book as " Don 
Quixote;" and in a prifon too:— • 
and could pen fuch a Dedication, on 
his death-bed;— was certainly a man. 
above the ordinary ftamp. 



kE MARKS 
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REMARKS 

-O N T H E 

WRITINGS 

O F 

CERVANTES 3 

BY 
Mr. D^E F L R I A N. 

THE " Poems" which Cervan- 
tes publiflied early in life, have 
not attained to fame : nor, in truth, 
do they deferve it. 'His'*^ Sonnets" 
and " Elexjies" are too ftrongly 
tindured with the falfe wit, and forced 
conceits of his time. 

His beft performance, and that 
which has given him renown, is 
^^ Don Quixote." The found fenfe. 
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the pleafantry, and rich vein of irony 
which runs through the whole ; its 
truth of charafter, correftnefs, and 
fimplicity of ftUe, have rendered it 
immortal . 

I know, neverthelefs, that there 
are pcrfons, who, from not being able 
to read it in Spanijhy think lefs highly 
of it, than it merits : which, is to be 
afcribed, rather to the defeats of the 
tranflation, than to any faults in the 
original. 

Not but the. work itfclf is now and 
then tedious; and fome inftances, 
though very few, might be produced, 
of the Author's bad tafte. Such, 
however, it is in a Tranllator's power, 
as it is his duty, to alter, or retrench; 
without fear of the imputation of 
infidelity. Whoever undertakes to 

tranf- 
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tranflate a work of humour, may be 
fure, that the more pleafant, fpright- 
ly and agreeable he can render his 
own verfion, the more acceptable it 
will prove.* 

G Not^ 



* I have taken die liberty to conftrufk this Ibntence 
fomewhat differently from Mr. Db Florian. His 
woixls are> ' La tradu^ion la plus agriable efi a coup 

* fur la plus fidele/— * The more agreeable a tranflation 
' is the more exa& it muft be accounted."*— Which» lite* 
r^y taken> is not true. 

A Tranflator but indifferently qualified for his taflE^ 
vvill adha« with fcrupuHms cxaflnefs to the very nufrdf^ 
of the original :—^iprAji» fverbo curahit redderei-^ 
and his veiiion would be as much more exa6l» as it 
would be lefs agreeable, than that of a |ierfon of genius^ 
and flrong conception ; who, iblicitous only to transfuie 
the fpirit of his Author, would fimietimes contni£l» 
fometimes dilate the fenfe ; not only the better to adapt it 
to the idiom of the language, but to ^e pecidiar humour 
of his countrymen. 

CiCER.0, fpeaking of the orations which he had tranf- 
hted from the GreSt, fays,*—* Nee converti, ut in- 

* tietfreSf fed ut oratory fententiis iifdem et iarus» 
« formisy tanquam figuris, verbis ad neftram^confue^ 

* tudinem aptis%^ 

Mr. 
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Notwithftanding the faults of the 
Tranflation^ which tend to weaken 
the force of the wit and fatire, of the 
Original, fo great is its intrinfic me- 
rit^ that we ftill hold the work in the 
highell eftimation^ Cervantes has 
had the addrefs to render the Epifodes 
themfelves interefting j and the main 
Hiftoiy it told with fuch infinite hu- 
mour, and the CharatSters put into 
futh a variety of laughable fituations> 
that our very hangings^ as well as 
our pidures and prints, recount the 
Adventures of Quixote; and our 
children recognifc, and laugh at 
Sancho Panca. 

Our Author's ** Novels'* are very 



Mr* Dc Florian^s nieamng> I take to be dus: 
In trntflacing a book pi^fefledly humoraus, he, who has 
the addrefs to make hi6 own vedlon a work of humour, 
liilly anfwers the intentioii of the original. 

infcriour 
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inferiour to hU " Don QuixoTe.^^ 
There are twelve of them ; but only- 
four dcferve to be called Cervantes's, 

viz. "The CuRIOUslMPERTINENTi" 

which he has inferted in his ^^ Quix-^ 

OTE :"—•*' RiNCDNET AND CoRT-^- 

DXLLA ;" a ludicrous, but correft ac^ 
count of the Sharpers of Seville :— 
*' The Ties of Consanguinity>'' 
which is the beft wrought, and moft 
interefting of any of them :»— and 
" The Dialogue betwixt Two 
Dogs." This laft is an adniirable 
piece of Criticifm j not lefs lively, 
than philofophical. The manners of 
his Countrymen are defcribed in it 
with great wit and precifion. 

The " Journey to Parnassus,*' 
is a Poem, in feveral cantos. The 
Author feigns, that, Parnassus be- 
ing 
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ingbefieged by legions of bad Poets, 
Apollo fends Mercury into Spain, 
to call in the aid of his favourite Al- 
lies. Mercury comes to Cervan- 
tes, and ihows him the lift, as well 
of thofe fummoned to his affiftance, 
as of the Befiegers. No fubjeft could 
be more happily imagined by a Man 
of Talents, who fought an occafion 
to exercife his wit upon certain Block- 
heads, who had provoked him. This 
work neverthelefs is not very pleafant 
in itfelf ; and not at all interefting 
to us. 

There are eight of Cervantes's 
" Comedies" yet extant. In the 
Preface to them he obferves, he had 
written twenty, or thirty. To thofe, 
who know how much labour goes to 
the writing of a fingle Play only, it 

wiU 
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^ill appear extraordinary that an 
Author fhould not be able to afcertain 
the exad number, 

Whether the number of Plays 
Cervantes wrote was twenty or thir- 
ty, is immaterial; for to judge of 
thofe which are loft by thofe which 
remain, we have no caufe of regret* 
I have read through the eight he 
publifhed with great attention; and 
not one of them is fo much as tole- 
rable. The ground plots are neither 
interefting in themfelves, nor well 
wrought. We meet frequently' with 
flaflies of wit, but never with veri- 
fimilirude. Such are their general 
charafteriftics. 

In the one which is intitled '' The 
Fortunate Lecher," the Hero, in 
the firft ad, is the greateft Rafcal in 

an 
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all Seville; in the fccond he is a 
Jacobine Monk, at Mexico ; and is 
a pattern of piety. He has frequent 
contefts with the Devil, upon the 
ftage; and always comes off vifto- 
rious. Called in to pray by a wo- 
man at the point of death ; one who 
had led a very profligate life ; Father 
Crux (for fo he is called) exhorts 
her to confefs; which flie, defpairing 
of pardon, refufes to do. The zea- 
lous ConfefTor, to fave her from confe- 
quent impenitency, propofes to make 
an exchange with her, — his Merits 
againfl: her Sins. The bargain is 
ftruck i and a contraft figned in due 
form. The woman confefles, and 
expires : Angels appear to take away 
her foulj and the Devil comes to lay 
in his claim to the Monk : who, to 
his aftonifhment, finds himfelf grown 

all 
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all over leprous. In the third a6l, 
he dies, and performs miracles.* 

Such is the plot of a Play written 

by the Author of" Don Quixote:'* 

and perhaps the beft Play he ever 

wrote.f 

There 



. * If Mr. De Florian had been a good Catholic^ 
he would have noted the manifeft impropriety of giving 
the power of performing miracles to a Peribn turned over 
to the Devil. 

•}• What an eccentric genius Saavedr a's was I Who 
would think it poflible that the compofer of fo fine a dra- 
matic Story, as " Don Quixotb," could Ho deviate 
firom all manner of beauty and order $ and pen £o exe« 
crable a farce ! If it had not been piibliAied by himielf, 
there is but one circumilance by which we could have 
gueffed it to have been his : that is, the boldnefs with 
which he has lifted his fatiric hand againil the all-fuffi- 
cient Clergy. Not, probably, that it was done in fo di- 
re£l, and unqualified a manner, as thefe outlines of the 
Comedy might lead us to fuppofe ; but, by covert (atire j 
by irony, if not finely imagined, at lead; £o happily ex- 
preflfed, that it would bear the conftru6lion of obfequi- 
oufnefs, or even adulation. The Spies, elfe, of that in- 
fernal tribunal, called the Holy Inquifion, would cer- 
tainly have reported Saavedr a. And yet, how groift 
muft have been the ignorance, how rank the (hipidity of 

thofe 
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There are alfo extant eight '^ In- 
terludes/' written by Cervantes; 
and which are far preferable to his 
** Plays." They are natural and 
unforced in their plots; and humo- 
rous in their Dialogue, Some of 
them rather border on licentioufnefs ; 
but, two of them are every way 
charming: " The Cave of Sala- 
manca/' and " The Mock Pro-- 
dicy/' " Per- 

thofe times not to have detected the burleiqiie of Aich a 
repreientation ! 

Taking the Comedy in one fenfe, or rather one won! 
of it, in (I fear) its only fenle, literal or figurative, I 
wifh that Cervantes had not been jefting; but had 
written it in good and fober eamcft. The word which I 
advert to is " Crux j'" which he has cafualJy taken, for 
the Confeflbr's name. I do not affca to be over-righteous, 
(God— alas !— knows, how very, very far I am from 
that,) but I cannot, and who, that has the leaft fenfe of 
Religion can, bear to fee " the Crofs,"— that precious 
memonal of our redemption, applied a$ a fit flpme for a 
ludicrous charafler. 

I manrel much how that word flipped fnxn Saavb^ 

DRA'S 
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*/ Persiles and Sigismxjnda/* is 
a long, tedious Romance,- over-charg- 
ed with Epifodes, and marvellous 
. Adventures. One would think, Cer - ^ 
VANTES intended it as an imitation 
of the old, Greek Romances ; which 
were, once in very high eftimation; 
and are not without their^dtnirers now: 
but not even our Author's brilliant 
imagination could render fuch a Work 
. intercfting* The Perfonages being 

dra's pen; unlefs through carclefs hafte^ Frprti 
his head, or heart, afluredly it never came : for, if 

• ever Writer of a <work of humour took pains to in- 
culcate Religion, it was the Author of " Don Quix- 
ote." There is not a Chapter in the Book that does 
not abound in religious and moral precepts. And the 
Hero of the Romance, whatever othei* extravsigancies he 
is guilty of, never forgets his GoD. Acquitting Saa- 
VEDRA, which I certainly do, of any intentiqn of bjiaf- 
phemy, I would not have fixed the Reader's attention 
upon it, but by way of hint to Writers in general, to be 

'€xceedipgly cautious in the ufe of words, the injudicious 
application of which, may, centuries after their death, 
'bring their rdigious charaf^er in qucftion» 

• : H ibr 
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for ever fcampcring about^ and to no 
end; their frequent hair-breadth e- 
fcapes ; and what more than all the 
reft, has contributed to impede its 
fame, is its very unnatural jumble 
of Religion and Love. In fpite of 
all thefe faults, the language itfelf 
is fo good; the drawings in fome 
parts of it fo corredt; and the one 
particular Epifode of " Rupert" 
fo entertaining, that, upon the 
whole, it may be faid to be a Work 
of merit ! 

The laft of his Works I have to 
fpeak of is " Galatea." At the 
time Cervantes wrote it, Spain was 
the nation of the world the moft gal- 
lant. Love was the fole occupation 
of the Spaniards, the fubjedt of.all 
their Books. 

' MON- 
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MoNTEMAYOR, a Celebrated Poet, 
had juft before publifhed his " Di- 
ana •," a Romance which met with 
great fuccefs: and defervedly too; 
for it is written in very elegant 
language; and has both wit, and 
delicacy of fentiment. The poetry 
is abfoiutely enchanting. All which, 
together with the particularly affcA- 
ing fimplicity of the Story of" Abin- 
DARRAEs, THE MooR," morc than 
compenfate for the improbabilities^ 
the magic, and the want of aftion ; 
faults with which the " Diana" 
ftands juftly charged.* 



• It feems odd that a Work, which is obje6Ved to for 
the infertion of fupematural agency, of mn^ic, as wdl as 
of the marvellous f-^{tiov]d at the fame time be cfaat^- 
able with the default of a6lion. An Author indulging 
himfelf in the ufe of fuch machinery, muft manage it 
very aukwardly not to n[)ake at leaft a biiftle with it, 
though it fhould have no other good efiefl. 
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Cervantes, who was very welK 
apprized of thefe defefts, (as appears 
by the examination of the Books in 
the Don's library,) avoided fome of 
them, in his " Galatea,'* but not 
all.. His charafters are more intereft- 
ing, and the incidents lefsvunnatUral: 
but in point of Ityle, more particu- 
larly in his verfe, he is very inferiour 

to MbNTEMAYOR. 

Infecfted with the fcholaftic jargon 
then prevalent, Cervantes makes, 
his Shepherds talk as if they were at 
the univerfiry. Their fpeechcs upon . 
Love are downright diflercations ; in 
which they cite Minos, Marc-An- 
TONY, and other Deities and Heroes 
of ancient Hiftory. When Thy r sis 
would confole his friend chagrined by 
his Miftrefs's refufal, he addrefles 
him thus : " They fay your Miftrefs 

" IS 
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^ is -as beautiful in pcrfon, as (lie is 
•^ hard of heart ; but what fhe is - 
'* moft celebrated -for is her wit. If 
" that is true> — which no doubt it 
" is, — it : follows, that (he knows 
" herfclfi from knowing her felf, fhe 
" knows her own worth; from know- 
** ing her worth, fhe will not confent 
" to her ruiri; and from not confent- 
" ing to her ruin, fhe cannot confent 
" to your defires." * 

In another place, an abfcnt Lov^r 
writes to his Miftrefs, — '^ Though it 
*' feems to me I have the fenfes of 

♦ Mr. De Florian 4iavii^ inferted, (m a note,) 
Thyrsis's fpaech in Spani/b, 1 have not icmpled to 
depart from his tranflation, to give the ienfe of the origi" 
nai better, or at leaft, more logically. For, in the laft 
link but one of the chain of dedu^lions, Mr. F— fays, 
" qW elle ne veut pas fe perdre 5'' and then dravi^s the 
conclufion— " et de cette volonte, qu" elle ne <veut pas 
cider ^ Gff." whereas the SpanHh has it, ** no querer 
" perderfe^ y de no querer ferderfe vitm el no querer 

" ««'«"'"•"•'• .c feeing. 
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•* feeing, hearing, and feeling, 1 am 

/' no 'more than a Phantom, formed 

*' by Love, and kept up by Hope." 

Throughout the Work, the Sun 
never enlightens the world with a 
fitigle ray, but what he borrows from 
Galatea's eyes. 

Yet amidft all its extravagances we 
meet with charming thoughts, and 
juft fentiments happily expreffcdi with 
fiuations truly interefting; and the 
emotions, and ftrugglings of the heart, 
admirably defcribed. It is on thefe 
accounts I have tranflated, or rather 
imitated Cervantes's " Galatea," in 
preference to any other of his works. 

As it is very poffible this Romance, 
under its prefent guife, may not meet 
with fuccefs, I ought, in jultice to 
Cervantes, to fpecify what particular 

alter- 
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alterations I have thought -proper to 
make. 

" Galatea/' in the original, is in 
fix Books, and is not finifhed; I have 
coniprcffed thofe fix Books into three, 
and have added a fourth, to complete 
the Work. Scarcely any - part of the 
Romance, as I ' have given it to the: 
world, can be called a tranflation; 
and the poetry yet Jefs fo, . than .any 
other part. 

The grourtd work of the Story is 
Cervantes's.;' hut I have changed the 
incidents as often as I judged I could 
do fo to advantage. 1 have added 
many new Tcenes in -the firft three 
books i and the fourth is entirely my 
own. 

Fault will be found with me, per- 
haps, for the nurtiber of Epifode^; 

.and 
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.\SLnd the paucity .of adventures imme- 
diately relating to Galatea: — In the 

• original, the Epifodes are more nu- 
merous, and Galatea lefs frequently 
appears. Montemayor has commit- 
ted the fame fault in his " Diana ;" 
which, prpperly fpeaking/is not fo 

»much adiftirift Story, as/ colledlion 

.of a great many. 

As to the Combats, the D-uels, which 
»the Reader may be furprifed to find 
in^ paftoral Romance, they are a 
..tribute Cervantes paid to the hu- 
mour of the times. I do not recolkdt 
,z fingle Spanifh Elay or Romance, 
.that has not fighting, of fome kind or 
other, in it. That nation, one of].the 
braveft of Europe, — and unqueftion- 
:Abiy the moft impaflioned, — hold no 
4)ook in cftimation that does not 

■ treat 
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r treat largely of Love, and War, 
But, were it otherwife, Cervantes, 
furcly, to whom fo many extraordi- 

3 nary incidents happened in real life, 
might very well be pardoned for 

; introducing a few in a Work of 

i this nature. 

I have but one word to add, in vin-* 
'■ dication of myfelf for having pre- 
^ fumed to criticife the Works of our 

Author. Befides my having made 
i the Spanifh language my particular 
V ftudy, I have been aided in my judge* 

ment by a noble Spaniard, whofe at- 
i tachment to Letters, is equalled only 
: by his love of his Country. I fpeak 
^ of the Count De Pilos ; who, like 
* Cervantes, is famed no lefs for his 
- talents, than his misfortunes. 

^F INI S. 
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